
THE HEART OF THE GOSPEL....John 3:16

Intro:
  A. John 3:16 is the one text that has possibly been preached on more than any other text in the

Bible.
  1. This one verse is the one verse that is often displayed at various recreational

gatherings, around the world, Why?
  2. It is said of this text that it is the "miniture gospel" and that it describes at once the

grace and love of God seen in Christ Jesus.
  3. Martin Luther called it "the little gospel". 
  a. Yet small in size it is great in magnitude.
  B. Matthew 13:52...says that a true scribe brings forth things "old" and "new".
  1. Therefore this morning I want us to think about this one statement...."What is there in

this old text that's new?"
  C. Firstly I believe that it is important to see and notice that this text is made up of ten prominent

words.
  1. God, Love, world, gave, Son, whosoever, believes, perish, have & life.
  2. These ten words have a mutual relationship and can be grouped into four various pairs.
  a. It is my intention this morning to show the many wonderful things that this

verse says to us today.
  D. Unfortunately, this passage has suffered abuse by those who isolate it from other scriptures and

make incorrect assumptions based upon what it does not say.
  1. Faith only saves is preached from it.
  2. The great Love of God, thus no anger or vengence.
  3. Faith is only needed and no works...etc.

  II. THE FIRST PAIR: TWO PERSONS OF THE GODHEAD- (GOD -FATHER/ GOD-SON).
  A. Let us first examine God-the Father:
  1. Many believe and think that God the Father is all wrath and that in Jesus is all mercy.
  a. Yet in this verse 16 all the love, glory, and sacrifice is placed upon the Father.
  b. I Tim. 1:1 ; 4:10 ....state that God is our Savior!
  (1) What is needful for us to see is the fact that God planned, that God

gave, and that God sent Christ for our salvation.
  (2) Rom. 5:8 ....says that through His great Love for us we are saved.
  2. God's love came be seen in the birth, miracles and teachings, persecutions,trails,

Gethsemane, and the crucifixion of His Son on our behalf.
  a. God turned His back on his own Son on the cross for us!....Matt. 27:46.
  b. What Great love that was for US!!!
  B. Secondly let us examine God-the Son.
  1. Heb. 1:1-3....says of the Son that He is the ("exact representation, express image,

image of His substance") of His Father in Heaven.
  2. Thus to take the opinion that God is wrath and Christ is mercy is to be inconstitent

with the teachings of the scripture.
  a. Jesus was the Expression of God's love...John 3:16.
  b. Jesus also expressed the LIGHT of God....John 1:18 ; 8:12.
  c. Jesus expressed the LIFE of God .....Col 1:16.
  3. The Son of God brought forth the final chapter to the SCHEME for our

REDEMPTION.....Eph. 1:17.
  C. It can also be shown from this pair of words:
  1. The Greatest being....Ex. 3:14 ; Isa. 43:10-11. ....God!
  2. The greatest gift....I John 4:9. ...His only begotten Son.
  a. This term "only begotten" is from the greek word "mono-genes"--- meaning

one of a kind, of the same kind and nature.
  3. Thus by God giving His "only Son" it clearly demonstates the great love and concern

he Had for mankind.

  III. SECOND PAIR:  EXPRESSES THE FATHER'S ATTITUDE TOWARD THE WORLD ---
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(LOVED , GAVE).
  A. God so Loved....I John 4:19.
  1. Our love to God is different than His love towards mankind.
  a. I love God because He is the creator, He is most wise and glorious, because He

is tender-hearted and kind....etc.
  b. But Why did He love me So???
  (1) Was I truthful, lovely, honest, without sin, righteous..ect? .... NO!!!

....Rom. 5:8.
  2. GOD’S LOVE:
  a. Tells Us what God has done to demonstrate/prove His love.
  b. Bible love is always demonstrated with action (see Romans 5:8; 1 John

4:8-9).
  c. What Is Emphasize here is, God is love (1 John 4:8).
  3. God so loved the World - Man (World).
  a. Man was created to glorify His Creator.
  b. God gave man freedom of choice and man fell to sin (Romans 3:23).
  c. This separated man from his God (Isaiah 59:2) and caused spiritual death (

Romans 6:23).
  d. What Is Also Important To Note Here Is God's Goodness And Severity

Towards Sin (Romans 11:22).
  B. The He Gave (Grace).   
  1. Note That This Point Discusses God's grace (undeserved gift)  what it means and how

it is offered to all men, regardless of their past life -  (Ephesians 2:8-10; Titus
2:11-15).

  2. Much can be said on this subject of God’s grace - both to the alien and to the Christian.

  IV. THIRD PAIR:  EXPRESSES THE FATHER'S ATTITUDE TOWARD THE WORLD and the
WORLDS RESPONSE —

  A. He GAVE His Son (Jesus Christ).  
  1. Not just a random giving - but His ONLY BEGOTTEN SON
  2. We Need To Know who Jesus is and what He has done for all mankind.
  3. Only through His blood can we be united with God (Romans 5:8-9).
  4. It Is Important To Point out that all spiritual blessings are only available to those who

are in Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:3).
  5. And this is where YOU come in - Whoever.  
  a. Note That This Passage teaches how salvation And forgiveness of Sins is

available to everyone who follows Jesus (Luke 14:25f). 
  b. Some with an especially sordid past have difficulty accepting this.
  6. Our job is to let them see God's love and acceptance in us (Matthew 5:16).
  a. As A Side Note Stress that Man cannot fix this mess.
  (1) The answer to man's plight is not within himself (Jeremiah 10:23;

Proverbs 16:25). 
  (2) God has given us the Bible to show us the way back to Him (2

Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:3).
  B. MAN’s RESPONSE - Believes in Him — NOTE THIS WORD “Believes” it is a verb.
  1. What true faith really is, is manifested in the Word Of God.
  2. True love for God means we completely trust Him enough to do whatever He asks

(John 14:15; 1 John 4:19; 5:3). 
  3. Genuine love (demonstrated) leads to an obedient faith (Hebrews 11).
  a. Another side note here:  What We need to  simply show is how one gets into

a relationship with Jesus:
  (1) Hearing, - Romans 10:14-15
  (2) Believing, - Romans 10:17; John 8:24
  (3) Repenting, - Acts 2:38
  (4) Confessing, Romans 10-8-11
  (5) And being buried with Him in baptism into Jesus Christ – Gal 3:26-27
  (6) To serve Him faithfully until death (Revelation 2:10).
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  b. Note what it means to be added to His body, the church (Ephesians 1:22-23;
4:4; Acts 20:28; 2:47).

  V. In CONCLUSION - WHAT WE ALL WANT - May Not Be Lost, But Have Eternal Life
  A. The Wise Man Solomon Said:
  1. Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 --- “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God,

and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.  For God shall bring
every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it
be evil.” - The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.

  B. God Wants All Men To Be Saved:
  1. 2 Peter 3:9 --- “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count

slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that
all should come to repentance.” - The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge)
1769.

  C. NOW STORM THE WILL WITH AN APPEAL - John 3:16 can be yours today - life instead
of death - grace instead of wrath - mercy and love instead of ..........

  D. The seed is sown it will not come back to you in the same state as it was sown.
  1. God is now at work in the heart.
  E. John 3 16 Is ….
  1. A Life Changing Verse
  2. A Verse That One Can Teach Others How To Be Saved The Scriptural Way.
  3. Is Not The Single Verse That Shows Man All He Needs To Do To Be Saved.
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